From the Parents of a Young Priest

From the mother: “I was thrilled when my son
told me he was considering priesthood! But after
my initial excitement, I had many concerns. What if
he was ordained and changed his mind? Would there
be parts of priesthood he would not like? Would
parish work be boring? I even wondered about what
kind of dress I would need at his ordination!

“My first advice to parents is to pray! Second, edu-
cate yourself about seminary and priesthood. Finally,
be absolutely honest. In the end, my son knew I
would be very happy if he was ordained. I also made
it very clear to him that if it was not to be, I would
not be crushed.”

A young priest prays with bis parents on hbis ordination day.

om the father: “One night, Samuel mentioned

that he thought he'd like to find out more about
the seminary. As soon as I suggested he contact the
vocation director, he had the phone in his hand mak-
ing the call. I knew then he had been thinking about
it for a while and was serious.

“My advice to parents is to give their children a
solid foundation in their faith and in life. I especially
want to speak to the dads: Be a man. Model for your
children what Catholic manhood is all about. Know
your faith, impart your faith, live your faith. Love
God, love your wife, and love your children. If you
do this right, your children will have the foundation
to discern their true vocations—to the priesthood,
religious life, or married life.”

So what happens when a Young man goes to seminary
even though his parents feel uneasy? For most
parents, the pattern is the same: as they witness their
son’s growin g happiness, they become more comfortable
with his vocation. By the time of his ordination, they
share fully in his_ joy, peaceful and proud that he has
chosen a life of service to God and others.

The Ideal Parent

he ideal Catholic parent understands a

simple truth: God desires vour child’s hap-
piness even more than you do! If your son ex-
periences a genuine call from the Lord to pursue
the priesthood, trust in God’s love for your son!

From the earliest years, make it clear to your
children that God has a plan for them. Read
them Bible stories of Jesus calling his disciples.
Engage in open conversations about your chil-
dren’s hopes and dreams. Make sure that they
understand the various vocations to marriage,
priesthood, and religious life. Above all, teach
them how to pray and serve others.

If your child does express an interest in priest-
hood, be supportive. The ideal parent is at peace
with God’s will, saying, essentially, “I will pray
for you and support you as you go to seminary...
and I will be equally proud of you if discern that
you must leave seminary.”
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Six Common Fears
when Your Son is
Considering Priesthood
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